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The town takes its name from an ancient 
powerful Benedictine abbey, and until 

about the 1950's was known also for its 
mercury extraction site.�

The Abbey was founded in 743 by 
Lombard king Rathis, and entrusted to 
Benedictine monks, then in 1203 passed 
under the Cistercians and was finally 

suppressed in 1783. For over 1000 years 
the abbey exerted its power in the area.�

In the last 2 centuries the history 
of the place rotated around the 
mines extracting mercury, which 
were finally closed a couple of 

decades ago.�
	
  













rich cinnabar’s deposit and 
the refining of said 
cinnabar in mercury �



The mining activity 
of Abbadia San 
Salvatore slowly 

declined during the 
second half of the 
twentieth century 
and finally stopped 
in 1972, due to the 
crisis in the global 
mercury demand 

and because of the 
international 
competition. �





Codawork 2017 on your 
agenda!!!!! �


